A request for an Indian Industrial School at 


Sitka, Alask.. 


Honorable 
Commissioner of [Indian Affairs: 
that the success of the experiments at Carlisle and Hamp- 
demonst rated the wisdom of Industrial Training Sc 
Indian Children, 


And, now that there is a growing disposition on the part of the 


Country, sustained by a growing favorable public sentiment to in- 


> 


crease them,as seen in new schools established at Arkansas City, 


) 
and Lawrence, Kansas, will it not be well among others to 
recommend. an appropriation for one at Sitka, Alaskal 
ist. This will be the commencement of better things for that 
far-off land. 

As it becomes generally known throughout the country that the 
natives of ascxa are worse off educationally under the control of 
the United States than when they were a Russian province, the Uni- 
ted States having failed to continue schools carried on by Russia, 
there is a mingled feeling of shame and a determination to agitate 


until something shall be done, A strong effort will be mde in 


this coming winter, and it will be a popular, patriotic 


2 
and humane thing for your Department to lead this rising sentiment 
by recommending this to Congress. 

Se From Sitka to Forest Grove is 1500 miles by steamer; and 
from the Aleutian Isles to Forest Grove by the present methods of 
travel 2500 miles, and that by only an occasional trading vessel 
at irregular intervals. 

3d. The resources and character of the country demand train- 
ing for Alaska children different from that received at Forest 
Grove. Forest Grove is an inlend town in an agricultural district; 
the people of Alaska on the other hand when civilized will be de- 
pendent largely on their fisheries and lumber interests. Their 
training school should be on the sea coast, where they can be taught 
navigattion and seamanship, the handling of boats and sails, improv- 
ed methods of fishing and handling of nets. A cooper-shop for 
the mantfacture of barrels and casks, for their fish. A saw-mill, 
boot and shoe shop, carpenter shop,etc. 

4th. Such a place is Sitka. It was the Capital of the Russi- 


an, aS now of the American province, It is central for the whole 


southern half of Alaska. Russia had there three common schools, 


: 


a Seminary and a theological school for training of Greek Priests. 
It was the center of the ship-building interests of that country. 
It is a wealthy region, with a good climate for Alaska. 

5th, Sitka has now buildings for the accommodation of 100 


Mm}, 


pupils. These would be increased,by next summer,to a capacity of 


3 


150 or 200 with the necessary work shops, machinery &c., in which we 
will give instruction under competent teachers in navigation and 
seumanship,.improved methods of fishing and preparing fish for mar- 
ket; cooper-snop with the manufacture of barrels and casks,.a boot 
and shoe shop, a carpenter shop with instruction in plain house. 
building and furniture-making, a saw-mill. The girls of course in- 
structed in sewing, cooking, housekeeping, &c. 

The old adage ‘an ounce of prevention!&c. is very true. 

by coun snot e with the native population of Alaska, before 
they become complicated by the encroachments of the incoming Whites, 
and giving their children educational advantages, you will prevent 
a new crop of costly, bloody and cruel Indian wars. 

To set this movement sagen Please insert in your coming esti- 
mites the paragraph: "For the support and education of One hundred 
and fifty Indian Children at the Industrial Training School at 
Sitka, the sum of Twenty-five thousand dollars." 
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NATIONAL E;DUGATIONAL ASSOGIATION 


President, THOMAS W. BICKNELL, 


Boston, Mass. 


President, EMERSON E. WHITE, 


President, B. L. Burcuer, 
Wheeling, W. Va. 
Vice-President, D. F. Dr WOLr, 
Columbus, Ohio. 
Secretary, H. R. SANFORD, 
Middletown, N. Y. 


DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER INSTRUCTION. 
President, J. L. Pickanp, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 
Vice-President, LeMUEL MOss, 
Bloomington, Ind. 


Secretary, JOHN H. WRIGHT, 
Hanover, N. H. 


OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Secretary, H. S. TARBELL, 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION. 
Vice-President, THOMAS W. BICKNELL, 
Boston, Mass. 


ELemeNTARY DEPARTMENT. 
President, F. Louis SoupAN, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Vice-President, W. N. BARRINGER, 
Newark, N. J. 
Secretary, Miss ELLA CALKINS, 
124 East 80th Street, New York, N. Y. 


DEPARTMENT OF NORMAL SCHOOLS. 
President, E. C. Hewxtr, 
Normal, Ill. 
Vice-President, J. BALDWIN, 
Hunteville, Texas. 
Seeretary, M. 8. Coorrr, 

Oswego, N. Y. 
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Treasurer, N. A. CALKINS, 
124 Hast 80th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Secretary, ALBERT G, BOYDEN, 
Bridgewater, Mass. 


INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT. 
President, C. M. Woopwakp, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Vice-President, H. H. BeLrie.p, 
Chicago, Il. 

Secretary, E. A. SPRING, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


DEPARTMENT OF ART EDUCATION. 
President, I.. 8. THOMPSON, 
Lafayette, Ind. 
Vice-President, W. 8. Pexry, 
Worcester, Mass. 
Secretary, JOSEPHINE C, LOCKE, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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Lonipment Office, 


United States Navy Yard, Mare Island, California, 


Boston, Mass., December 29, 1885. 


My dear Sir: 
What excuse the United States Government can offer 

for leaving Alaska without magistracy or schools passes my ‘conjecture. 

For some fourteen or fifteen years we have owed her a government and 
received large revenue from the Territory. Still it remains without law, 
magistracy, or schools. If it were so poor a country that we dreaded the 
expense of a government we might make some pretense of explanation-- 
though in any circumstance we are botind to protect life and property 
wherever our flag floats, and, See that the rising generation are fitted 
for citizenship and the duties of life. But Alaska has poured millions 
into the treasury, and onesthird of what we have annually received would 
suffice for the whole expense of a government and schools. If we were 
called upon to make a beginning and introduce law and education there 
might he o ahadow of excuse in this delay, But Russia had provided for 
both, and when we bought the province we had but to continue what she had 
established, From every point of view the condition of Alaska is a dise 
grace to our Government,and calls for immediate action. Cease to receive 
revenue from Alaska or give her an equivalent for protecting life and 
property, securing peace, and offering to every man, woman, and child the 
means of fitting themselves for citizenship and their duties. If we have 
not leisure to attend to aur citizens, then, as the woman said to Philip 
of Macedon, "Cease to be Kind." I wish I could be with you tomorrow 
evening and give my aid in urging all this on the immediate attention of 


Congress. 
Yours respectfully, 


Wendell ‘Phillips. 


Rev. Sheldon Jackson, 


Boston, Mass. 
Dec 29, 1883. 


Dear Sir: 


I enclose a note to be read at your meeting and I will 
immediately , write Dawes,Collins and Ramney in relation to this 


matter. 


Wishing you all success. 


CeigueaiwendeiPhiltipe. 


| 
Sheldov. 


Rev. Dr. Jackson. 
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